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The Theme of Blindness 
Blindness is the lack of ability to see using the human eye. But for Shakespeare, blindness is just but the mental flaws that are possessed by people. The prime examples that Shakespeare uses to explain the theme of blindness are Gloucester, Albany, and King Lear. All three characters made poor and regrettable decisions due to blindness. King Lear was the most affected by blindness since he held a higher position in society. His blindness is seen when his two daughters lie to him at the beginning of the play and also where he is unable to see that Cordelia had genuine love for him which led to her being sent away from the territory that Lear ruled.  "for we Have no such daughter, nor shall ever see That face of her again. Therefore, be gone Without our grace, our love, our benison." (Act I, Sc I, Ln 265-267). Nevertheless, King Lear's selfishness makes the audience believe that he is still blind even at the end of the play since he only recounts the things that have been done to him and not what evil he has committed to other. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gloucester’s blindness is seen when he is unable to see the goodness in his loving son Edgar and Edmund’s evil motives. He believed that Edgar was planning to kill him by accepting the lies of Edmund in a forged letter. Later on, the Duke of Cornwall plucks out his eyes leaving him physically blind
Finally, Albany's was blindness short-lived, and it was due to his inability to see evil and greedy in Goneril. He was cured by Edgar when he makes a list of all the evil plans of Goneril. 
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